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This talk offers a brief introduction to the origins and historical development
of the Chinese constellation system in its cultural and historical context.
Drawing on selected textual sources as well as archaeological evidence, it
first shows how ideas of “heaven–human correlation” informed both
personal conduct and imperial spaces planning. Against this backdrop,
and in step with the needs of a unified empire, new constellations were
created and consolidated into a systematic celestial order that supported
increasingly refined forms of astral divination. The talk then traces later
phases of reconfiguration—new identifications, syntheses, and
transformations—while highlighting the enduring roles of constellations in
astral divination and in the identification and recording of celestial events. It
concludes by showing how these traditions produced rich records of
astronomical phenomena that remain valuable for modern astronomers
investigating long-term changes in the sky.
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