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THE ECOLOGIES OF LACQUER

IRACING PLANTS, HUMANS, AND KNOWLEDGE FROM LATE
IMPERIAL CHINA TO CONTEMPORARY BERLIN

Feng Schoneweiss

This talk focuses on two monumental lacquer screens made in southern
China during the late seventeenth century. Crafted with the kuancai
technique, the two screens are now in the collections of the Museum fir
Asiatsche Kunst in Berlin and the GRASSI Museum fir Angewandte Kunst in
leipzig. Beyond the value of decorative arts, what do the lacquered objects
tell us about the entanglements among plants, humans, and multifaceted
knowledge in a transcultural context? In this talk, | argue that the lacquer
screens functioned as environmental devices in three ecologies: the
botanical, the artisanal, and the political. Correspondingly, | trace the
qualities, affordances, and biographies of lacquer plants in three
incarnations as trees, surface, and objects, and situate the plants’
interaction with botanical workers, lacquer artisans, customers/collectors,
and museum professionals across time in China and Germany. Drawing
from historical manuscripts, local gazetteers, environmental statistics, and
geophysical research, this talk will engage the audience in a discussion on
the ecocritical approach to transcultural objects.
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