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ON THE "NEARBY"

EXPERIMENTATIONS IN CHINA AND GERMANY
Xiang Biao & Duan Zhipeng

Chinese citizens, especially the college-educated and relatively young
population, are taking various initiatives that are related to the notion of
“the Nearby”. These initiatives include social art projects, educational
reform, community gardening, collective writing and other forms of self
organization. They experiment to rebuild one’s relation with the world and
with the self through deep engagement with the physical surrounding. These
experimentations are response to social transformation and personal
dilemmas. We wish to explore what the Nearby initiative can learn from
German experiences.
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